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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



The following claims replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
1-27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) A system comprising tho fo ll ow i ng oompononto : 



tranoco i vor gonoratoc operating powor aftor roco i ving a f i rst rad i o froquoncy 
s i gna l and oubsoquont l y transm i ts a sooond rad i o froquonoy s i gna l that oonvoyo 
a oustomor/trancm i ttor i dont i f i or; 

{ti> a merchant transceiver, comprised of a transceiver antenna, that (a) 
sends sa4d-a_f irst radio frequency signal to said-acustomer transceiver and (b) 
receives eaid-asecond radio frequency signal conveying satd-a 
customer/transmitter identifier from said customer transceiver; 
(m) a point-of-sale device processor, in communication with said merchant 
transceiver, that (a) captures transaction data , (b) comb i noo tho tranoact i on data 
w i th sa i d customor/trancm i ttor i dont i f i or and a morchant i dont i f i er to form an 
author i zat i on roquoot, and teHb) transmits tfre-an authorization request to a 
transaction processing system; and 

(iv) a transaction processing system comprising a memory having program 
instructions, and a processor configured to use said program instructions to (a) 
receive said authorization request, (b) determine, from said customer/transmitter 
identifier and ajnerchant identifier, a payment processor, (c) transmit an 
authorization request to said payment processor for authorization and (d) 
transmit to said point-of-sale device said payment processor's response to said 
authorization request^ 

wherein a merchant is associated with a given brand, and 
wherein the merchant identifier is the same for all stores associated 
with the given brand. 
29-30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 




oustomor transoo i vor compr i s i ng m e mory, where i n sa i d ouctomor 



2 



Appln. No. 09/505,721 

Reply to Office Action of May 2, 2007 

a customer transceiver comprising memory and whoro i n sa i d ouotomor 
tranoco i vor i s further oompr i ood of a processor coupled to said memory 

wherein said customer transceiver receives the first radio frequency signal 
and subseoUentlv transmits the second radio freguencv signal that conveys the 
customer/transmitter identifier, and 

wherein said processor is adapted to read data from, and write data to, 
said memory. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 31 , wherein said customer 
transceiver is further comprised of a security pad -device operable to capture 
biometric data and to convert said data into an electronic representation of said 
data. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said biometric data is a fingerprint. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein said biometric data is a palm print. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32, wherein said customer 
transceiver processor is adapted to: compare an electronic representation of said 
captured biometric data with a digital image stored in said customer transceiver 
memory; and transmit said customer/transmitter identifier when said captured 
biometric data is identical to said digital image stored in said customer 
transceiver memory. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 31 , wherein said customer 
transceiver processor is adapted to: compare a transaction amount with a dollar 
amount stored in said customer transceiver memory; and inhibit transmission of 
said customer/transmitter identifier when said transaction amount is greater than 
said doliar amount. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 31 , wherein said customer 
transceiver processor is adapted to subtract a transaction amount from a dollar 
amount stored in said customer transceiver memory when said transaction is 
authorized. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 
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a customer transceiver comprising memory whoro i n oa i d customer 
transoo i vor i o furthor compr i sod of: j a. processor coupled to the memoryr-^and a 
keyboard coupled to the processor^ 

wherein said customer transceiver receives the first radio frequency signal 
and subsequently transmits the second radio freouencv signal that conveys the 
customer/transmitter identifier, and 

wherein said processor is operable to transmit information stored in said 
memory, or manually entered via said keyboard. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28 . further comprising: 
whoro i n oa i d acustomer transceiver ie-embedded inside an article of clothing A 
wherein the customer transceiver receives the first radio frequency signal and 
subsequently transmits the second radio frequency signal that conveys the 
customer/transmitter identifier . 

40. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28 . further comprising: 
w h e r ei n sa i d a_customer transceiver is-embedded inside an item of jewels 
wherein the customer transceiver receives the first radio frequency signal and 
subsequently transmits the second radio frequency signal that conveys the 
customer/transmitter identifier . 

41 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 28 , further comprising: 
whoro i n sa i d a_customer transceiver is-embedded inside an electronic device A 
wherein the customer transceiver receives the first radio frequency signal and 
subseguentlv transmits the second radio frequency signal that conveys the 
customer/transmitter identifier . 

42. (Original) The system of claim 28 wherein said merchant transceiver is further 
comprised of: a processor coupled to the transceiver; and a keyboard coupled to 
the processor; wherein said processor is operable to receive information 
manually entered into said keyboard or received via said transceiver. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 42, wherein said merchant transceiver is 
further comprised of a display device for displaying information to a user. 
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44. (Original) The system of claim 42, wherein said merchant transceiver is 
further comprised of a printer for printing a receipt. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 42, wherein said merchant transceiver is 
further comprised of a memory operable to store information relating to a 
transaction. 

46. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 42, wherein said merchant 
transceiver is further comprised of a communication interface for communicating 
with oxtorna l comput i ng dov i coo at least the point-of-sale device . 

47. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 46, wherein said communication 
interface provides wireless connectivity to a -the point-of-sale device. 

48-50. (Canceled) 

51. (Currently Amended) A method comprising tho fol l ow i ng stops : 

{i> transmitting a first radio frequency signal to a customer transceiver-toat 
g e n e rat es op e rat i ng pow e r aft e r rece i v i ng sa i d f i rst - radio froquoncy signa l; 

fli) subsoquont l y transm i tt i ng, from sa i d cuotomor tranooo i vor a cooond rad i o 

froquoncy s i gna l that convoys oustomor i dent i f i cat i on data; 

p)- receiving said-asecond radio frequency signal including said-customer 

identification data at a receiver; 

{iv} creating an authorization request based in part upon the receipt of the 
customer identification data, the authorization request comprising a morohant 
i dont i f i or, transaction data and the received customer identification data; 
(v) communicating the authorization request to a transaction processor; 
(vty selecting a payment processor at the transaction processor based at least 
in part upon information associated with the customer identification data and toe 
ajnerchant identifier stored in a database accessible by the transaction 
processor; and 

(v4i) communicating with the selected payment processor for approval and 
payment 

wherein a merchant is associated with a given brand, 
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wherein the merchant identifier is the same for all stores associated 
with the given brand, and 

wherein each customer account comprises one or more 
preassianed payment methods, and the one or more preassianed 
payment methods are associated with a respective one or more 
merchants, and the one or more preassianed payment methods vary for 
transactions with different merchants in multiple customer accounts . 



52. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 A the creating an authorization 
reouest further comprising: 

communicating said customer identification data to a point of oa i o point-of- 
sale device and having the point-of-sale device create the authorization reouest . 

53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 52 ± whoro i n sa i d ouotomor 
i dent i f i cat i on data i c oommun i catod to oaid point of oalo dov i oo and said receiver 
is coupled to said point-of-sale po i nt of sa le dov i co i s coup l od to sa i d r e c ei v e r . 

54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 52 A whoro i n sa i d ouotomor 
ident i f i cat i on data io oommun i catod to said point of sa l o dov i oo and said point-of- 
sale point of oa l o device is integral with said receiver, 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 51 , further comprising: 
processing the purchase transaction for approval and payment. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 A wherein the communicating 
the authorization request to a transaction processor further comprises encrypting 
the authorization request. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 whoro i n tho databaco 
i nformat i on compr i ooc proaos i gnod paymont mothod(o) aocoo i atod w i th tho 
ouotomor i dontif i oat i on data and morohant id e nt i f ie r and the , further comprising: 

processing ef-the authorization request at the transaction processor 
further oompr i ooG procoss i ng tho purohaco transaction according to a -one of the 
one or more p reassioned payment methods. 

58. (Currently Amended) The payment method of claim &7-51. wherein the 
preassigned payment method(s) are preselected by a customer. 
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59-62. (Canceled) 

63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52 wherein the point of sale 
device is coupled to a security device that prevents unauthorized use of the 
transceiver. 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 63 wherein the security device 
further comprises a biometric recording device. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 52 further comprising: 
inputting a password or Personal Identification Number (PIN) into a security 
device in communication with said point of sale device. 

66-82. (Canceled) 

83. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28 wherein said 
customer/transmitter identifier does not contain a customer's credit card or debit 
card number. 

84. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 51 wherein said customer 
identification data does not contain a customer's credit card or debit card 
number. 

85-90. (Canceled) 

91 . (New) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 

a customer transceiver comprising memory, wherein said customer 
transceiver generates operating power after receiving the first radio frequency 
signal and subsequently transmits the second radio frequency signal that 
conveys the customer/transmitter identifier. 

92. (New) The system of claim 28, wherein the point-of-sale device combines the 
transaction data with the customer/transmitter identifier and the merchant 
identifier to form the authorization request. 

93. (New) The method of claim 51 , further comprising: 

upon receiving the first radio frequency signal, subsequently transmitting, 
from the customer transceiver, the second radio frequency signal that conveys 
the customer identification data. 
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94. (New) The method of claim 93, wherein the customer transceiver generates 
operating power after receiving the first radio signal 

95. (New) The method of claim 51 , wherein the authorization request further 
comprises the merchant identifier. 

96. (New) The method of claim 51 , further comprising the step of determining, from 
said transaction data, a loyalty award and storing information pertaining to said 
loyalty award with the customer account information. 

97. (New) The method of claim 96 where the loyalty award is redeemable with a 
merchant other than the merchant associated with the merchant identifier. 

98. (New) The method of claim 97 where the loyalty award is credited in the 
customer account using a another merchant identifier. 

99. (New) A method for processing transactions comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal at a point-of-sale device, said signal comprising 
customer identification data; 

transmitting an authorization request from said point-of-sale device to a 
transaction processing system, said authorization request comprising a merchant 
identifier, transaction data, and said customer identification data; and 

receiving a response to said authorization request from said transaction 
processing system. 

100. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein a merchant is associated with a given 
brand, and wherein the merchant identifier is the same for all stores associated 
with the given brand. 

1 01 . (New) A method for collecting consumer purchasing trend information in a 
transaction system, said method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

receiving a signal at one of a plurality of point-of-sale devices, said signal 
comprising customer identification data; 

transmitting an authorization request from one of said plurality of point-of- 
sale devices to said transaction processing system, said authorization request 
comprising a merchant identifier, transaction data, and said customer 
identification data; and 
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updating a database with said transaction data and said customer 
identification data. 

1 02. (New) The method of claim 1 01 , wherein a merchant is associated with a given 
brand, and wherein the merchant identifier is the same for all stores associated 
with the given brand. 

1 03. (New) A method of monitoring customer progress in a merchant award program, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal at one of a plurality of point-of-sale devices, said signal 
comprising customer identification data; 

transmitting an authorization request from one of said plurality of point-of- 
sale devices to a transaction processing system, said authorization request 
comprising a merchant identifier, said transaction data, and said customer 
identification data; and 

crediting a customer account in a database with loyalty points indicative of 
said transaction data. 

104. (New) The method of claim 103, wherein a merchant is associated with a given 
brand, and wherein the merchant identifier is the same for all stores associated 
with the given brand. 

1 05. (New) The method according to claim 1 03, wherein the loyalty points are 
redeemable with a merchant other than a merchant associated with the merchant 
identifier. 

106. (New) The method according to claim 51 , further comprising: 

determining, from said customer identification data, loyalty award program 
data that corresponds to said customer identification data, said merchant 
identifier, or a combination thereof, 

wherein the loyalty award program data comprises a loyalty award amount 
that is redeemable with a merchant other than the merchant associated with the 
merchant identifier. 
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